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Political theology, or the more commonly found term 'public theology', is not simply a matter
of forming a theologically informed perspective on issues of public debate. It should also
cultivate a theologically informed account of what politics is, what it is for, and its relation to a
theological account of human identity, society, flourishing and destiny. Within the Christian
tradition, that account will be specifically informed by Christian claims about God and God’s
relationship to the world, even as these claims are focused on the New Testament witness to
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.

Rev Associate Professor Sean Winter, ‘Democracy, Justice, and Allegiance: Some
Theological Thoughts on the Church’s Commitment to Political Life’, April 2022.

Our Christian faith leads us to want a
decent life for all people, including those
who are in crisis, disabled or suffer from
mental health issues. We want a society
where children have a proper education,
with accessible and affordable health care
for everyone. All these things require
adequate funding by Governments.

In the lead-up to the last Federal election,
the Labor Party made several
commitments if they were elected. These
included:

¢ Increasing the number of refugees Australia would take each year to 27,000;

e Cheaper child care costing $5.4 billion over the next four years;

e Fixing the aged care crisis at the cost of $2.5 billion over the next four years;

o Powering Australia and rewiring the nation to reduce Australia’s greenhouse emissions,
and fixing the aged electricity grid. The commitment included spending $24 billion to
achieve its goals; and

e Building 20,000 social housing dwellings and 10,000 affordable housing dwellings over
the next five years.

These worthwhile commitments will require significant government revenue. The Labor Party

argued there was no space in the budget to increase payments to people locked out of paid

employment by increasing the JobSeeker payments. Instead, the Government committed to

a massive handout to wealthy Australians by upholding the stage three tax cuts legislated by

the previous Morrison Government.

The stage three tax cuts will take effect from 1 July 2024. The independent Parliamentary
Budget Office has calculated that the stage three tax cuts will cause the Commonwealth
Wealth Government to lose $243.5 billion in revenue by 2033. Of that amount, $187.9 billion
(77%) will be given to the top 20% of Australian income earners. The bottom 40% of
Australian income earners will be given $0.4 billion (0.16%) of the giveaway, adding
significantly to financial inequality in Australia. Two-thirds of the giveaway will go to men.

People earning less than $45,000 a year will get nothing in the giveaway. Those earning
more than $180,000 a year will get a massive $117,600 handout over the ten years between
2024 and 2033. The wealthiest 1% of Australians by income will collectively get as much as
will be shared between the bottom 65% of income earners.

In October 2022, the Commonwealth Treasury department projected that the cost of stage
three tax cuts had blown out to $254 billion by 2033.
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The stage three tax cuts will add to inflation, further driving up the cost of living for those in
our community already struggling.

The right-wing press, mainly News Corp media owned by billionaire Rupert Murdoch and
Nine Media The Australian Financial Review, have insisted that the Labor Government only
needs to honour its commitment to give money away to wealthy Australians. By implication,
they argue that it does not need to uphold any of its other obligations. But, as the Christian
community, we need to speak up about what spending priorities are essential to improving
our society and supporting the most vulnerable.

Synod's position on the role of government and taxation
The position of the Synod on the role of governments and taxation is best captured by the
resolution of the 2017 meeting of Synod delegates:
(a) To express its concern to the Federal Government that due to a lack of resources
Australian Governments are increasingly unable to fulfil their core functions of
assisting all people to reach their full potential and protect the vulnerable in our
community;
(b) Noting that:
o the National Assembly (resolution 88.22.11/13) called for tax to be used for
the redistribution of wealth;
e the Synod (resolution 97.6.6.7) called for taxation to be progressive and just;
e Commonwealth Government revenue as a proportion of Gross Domestic
Product has been on a downward trend over the last decade; and
e Australian Governments collect significantly less revenue as a proportion of
GDP compared to the significant majority of OECD countries,
to call on the Federal Government to increase, by progressive means, targeting tax
expenditures that disproportionately benefit the wealthy, the level of revenue it
collects to be able to provide the support people need to reach their full potential and
to protect all people from abuse and exploitation.

What You Can Do
Write polite and respectful letters to:

The Hon Anthony Albanese MP The Hon Dr Jim Chalmers MP
Prime Minister Treasurer

PO Box 6022 PO Box 6022

House of Representatives House of Representatives
Parliament House Parliament House

Canberra, ACT, 2600 Canberra, ACT, 2600
Salutation: Dear Prime Minister Salutation: Dear Treasurer

Points to make in your letters:

e Express deep concern that the stage three tax cuts represent a massive giveaway of
government revenue, with over three-quarters going to the top 20% of income earners.

o Express that our community has far more pressing needs than providing a massive
handout to wealthy Australians and increasing inequality in Australia.

¢ Ask that the Commonwealth Government scrap the stage three tax cuts. They should use
the money saved to meet its other election commitments to increase the number of
refugees Australia takes, address climate change, provide housing and fix aged care. You
might also add some priorities that you think are more important than giving money away
to already wealthy Australians.



