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O Lord, help us to acknowledge that each victim and survivor of abuse is a precious child of God, 
who is entitled to the unconditional love and dignity that God assures one and all. Help us as 
churches and congregations, to be ‘Survivor-centred’ in all our efforts to assist, to ensure that 
safety, dignity, and confidentiality of those who survive abuse are upheld. 
Section of a prayer from the World Council of Churches, ‘Prayers –16 Days Against Gender-Based 
Violence’, 4 December 2019 
 
There is an increased risk of family violence while we have been required to spend more time at 
home during the COVID-19 crisis.  The Commonwealth Government reported on 29 March that 
Google had seen the highest magnitude of searches for family violence help that they had seen in 
five years. There was an increase of 75% in such searches. The Commonwealth Government also 
reported there had been an increase in demand for some family violence support services. 
  
Commendably the Commonwealth, Victorian and Tasmanian Governments have all responded 
with announcements of increased resources to address family violence in the community. 
 
On 29 March, the Commonwealth Government announced an extra $150 million to support people 
experiencing family or sexual violence. The funding was to increase counselling services and 
expand support programs for women and children to stay in their homes when it is safe to do so. 
 
On 10 April, the Victorian Government announced $40.2 million for crisis accommodation and 
specialist services for people suffering or at risk of family violence. Of that funding, $20 million was 
for short-term accommodation for family violence survivors who do not feel safe isolating. The 
Government stated the shelter was to provide a safe haven for women and children escaping 
family violence throughout the COVID-19 crisis. It includes support to help them get back on their 
feet once it has passed. On 17 April, the Victorian Government announced an additional $3 million 
for 12 women’s health services to continue their work in preventing family violence.  
 
The Tasmanian Government announced $5.4 million to address family violence during the COVID-
19 crisis. The funding was for measures including extending existing hotlines, provision of more 
emergency housing and increasing family violence counselling services. 
 
One group of people that need additional protection are people in Australian on temporary visas 
where the ability to stay in Australia is dependent on the sponsorship of their partner. A person on 
certain temporary visa types who suffer family violence are at risk of visa cancellation or visa 
refusal if they separate from a perpetrator or report the abuse to police. 
 
Aditi was left without access to Centrelink and Medicare after her abusive husband pulled his 
sponsorship of her permanent residency. She had moved from India to Melbourne with her young 
daughter after a marriage to an Australian-Indian man was arranged between their respective 
families. Once she arrived, his behaviour changed dramatically. 
 
“He hit me, he beat me, but the most tortured thing was the emotional abuse,” Aditi tells The 
Saturday Paper. “He told me if I don’t send my daughter back to India, he would kill us both.” 
 
A pattern of financial control, emotional abuse and violence emerged against a backdrop of Aditi’s 
struggle to find work because her qualifications are not recognised in Australia. 
 
After one bitter screaming match, in which Aditi’s husband mocked her daughter for crying, Aditi 
took her child and left. The next day, she was told her husband had pulled his sponsorship of her 
permanent residency. 
 



 
In order to support herself, Aditi began working as an Uber Eats delivery rider; her daughter often 
came with her because there was no one to leave her with. 
 
“The coronavirus is making it worse. Everything has vanished. Emotionally, I am broken now,” Aditi 
says. 
 
On Wednesday afternoon, after speaking with The Saturday Paper, Aditi was told her special claim 
for residency on domestic violence grounds had been approved. She will still have to serve a two-
year waiting period before accessing Centrelink payments. 
 
Rick Morton, ‘Double jeopardy’, The Saturday Paper, 4 April 2020, 9.  
 
The Department of Home Affairs provided the following data about people who reported family 
violence while on a partner visa application. 
 
Year 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 
Suffered Family Violence 
(judicial evidence) 

211 112 218 214 183 

Suffered Family Violence (non-
judicial evidence) 

149 109 81 81 78 

 
Women on partner visas are often unable to access support services and refuges that Australian 
permanent residents have access to. Where they have no independent income or access to benefit 
they often cannot be placed in a refuge, because usually the refuge requires them to have some 
form of income. 
 
What You Can Do 
Write polite and respectful letters to: 

Senator the Hon Marise Payne 
Minister for Women 
PO Box 6100 
Senate 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Salutation: Dear Minister 
 

The Hon Alan Tudge MP 
Minister for Immigration, Citizenship, Migrant 
Services and Multicultural Affairs 
PO Box 6022 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
Salutation: Dear Minister 

Points to make in your letters: 
 Thank the Minister for the actions the Commonwealth Government has already taken to further 

support people impacted by family violence during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 However, express concern that people on temporary visas remain particularly vulnerable to 

family violence, especially where the perpetrator of family violence against them is the sponsor 
of their visa. 

 Request that the Department of Home Affairs be instructed to immediately de-link any Immi 
accounts and automatically remove any permission for the sponsor to receive communication 
on behalf of the applicant when the Department is notified that the sponsor has perpetrated 
family violence and/or an application for the Family Violence Provisions of the Department is 
made. Also, request that the migration agent acting for the sponsor should also be excluded 
from any further notifications concerning the applicant. 

 Request that people who have been subjected to family violence and have been granted 
permanent residency immediate access to Centrelink support. Point out that currently, they 
must wait four years to gain access to such support. 

 Request that the Department of Home Affairs broadens the definition of family violence it uses 
internally to include abuse and violence perpetrated by a partner and/or their relative whether 
in Australia or overseas. 


